Kamaal ke Shikshak Program

Collaboration between the DIETs and Pratham for the capacity building of DIET students and improving the
learning level of children in Std 3-5

Program description

According to ASER 2014, only 15.9% of Class 3 children and 46.9% of
Class 5 children can read a simple Std.2 text in Tamil Nadu. In Arithmetic,
only 24.4% of Class 3 children and 63.2% of Class 5 children can perform
a 2-digit subtraction.

District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs) have been
established in every state (in almost all districts) in the country to §
provide pre-service and in-service teacher training for primary school
teachers. DIETs are important institutions that build the capacity of
current and future teachers for effective teaching. Any long-term
capacity building program in partnership with the DIETs holds
considerable promise for positive change in teaching and learning.

To build the capacities of DIET students and improve the learning levels of children in Std 3-5 in select Government
schools, 2 DIETs in 2015-16 and 3 DIETs in 2016-17 collaborated with Pratham to implement the ‘Kamaal ke Shikshak'
program. The main objectives of the program are:

1. Toexpose the DIET students to the teaching-learning techniques and activities used in CAMalL.

2. Tohelp DIET students understand the current learning levels of childrenin Std. 3, 4and 5.

3. To facilitate DIET student's understanding and implementation of CAMaL methodology during their teaching
practice in schools in order to enable them to teach children according to their learning levels to build basic
reading and arithmetic skills in children.

4. Tosupport DIET students during the field implementation of CAMal while working with a group of children.

Combined Activities for Maximised Learning (CAMal)

CAMal (Combined Activities for Maximized Learning) is a pedagogy created by Pratham to develop children's
abilities in basic reading and arithmetic. CAMaL facilitates learning through structured activities that lead to the
development of different competencies, viz. reading, writing, listening, speaking and doing. The activities are
introduced in such a way that they ensure learning by helping the child move from simple to complex and from
concreteto abstract. Abalance between challenge and support thus characterizes the activities of CAMalL.
Fundamental to the CAMal approach is the grouping of children on the basis of their learning levels rather than on
the class in which they are enrolled. Each group of children is then taught using activities and materials designed to
help them to move to the next level. In this way, each child in the group is provided the help he/she needs in order to
progress. This is known as the concept of 'Teaching at the Right Level.' The methodology is designed around the firm
belief that the child is an active agent in the process of learning. 'Learning by Doing' is therefore a value that guides
CAMaL. In summary, CAMal is an interactive, activity-based approach that has been proven to help children acquire
basicreading and arithmetic abilitiesin a short period of time.

Program Reach:

76 DIETs in 2015-16 and 45 DIETs and 46 Private Teacher Training colleges in 2016-17 partnered with Pratham to
implement this program. In 2015-16, DIET students conducted CAMal learning camps in 989 Govt. schools covering
approximately 40,000 children and in 2016-17, DIET students conducted CAMaL learning camps in 946 Govt. schools

toimprove children's basic reading and arithmetic level.
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Results of the learning camps conducted by the DIET students in 2015-16
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How to read this table: Table1shows the progress in reading levels of children before and after the CAMaL learning camp based on the different levels shown in the
language testing tool.

Example: Based on the learning camp conducted by the students of DIET Kilpennathur, the number of children who could not read words reduced from 117 children
before camp to 56 children after camp, i.e, a decrease of 61 children and the number of children who could were at para or more increased from 151 children before
camp to 275 children after camp, i.e, an increase of 124 children.

Table 2: DIET-wise arithmetic levels for Std. 3-5 Arithmetic testing tool
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How to read this table: Table 2 shows the progress in arithmetic levels of children before and after the CAMaL learning camp based on the different levels shown in the
arithmetic testing tool.

Example: Based on the learning camp conducted by the students of DIET Vadalur, the number of children who could not read recognise 2-digit numbers reduced from
98 children before camp to 17 children after camp, i.e, a decrease of 81children and the number of children who could perform subtraction or division increased from 95
children before camp to 270 children after camp, i.e, an increase of 175 children.

Note:In 2016-17, CAMaL learning camps were conducted in Coimbatore, Erode and Tirupur. The results for these camps will be available in April 2017.
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